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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being unpatentable by Ono et 
al (US 2003/0194037). 
[claims 1 & 4] 

In regard to Claims 1 and 4, Ono et al discloses a method of processing data packets, 
comprising the steps of: 

• receiving a series of data packets transmitted over a serial bus (Figure 1 1 
shows the receiving of data packets through IEEE 1394 serial bus 15); 

• with respect to said series of data packets, taking the difference between 
a requested time of arrival written in a header portion and the cycle time at 
the time of reception thereby deriving a relative value between said 
requested time of arrival and said cycle time (Paragraphs 0012 and 0018 
describes the method of determining the difference between the requested 
time of the arrival and the cycle time and thereby calculates the difference 
of the time); and 
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• replacing said requested time of arrival with said relative value (Paragraph 
0012 further describes that the newly calculated time value is replaces the 
time arrival value), 
[claims 2, 7, & 9] 

In regard to Claims 2, 7 and 9, Ono et al discloses a method of processing data packets 
wherein said calculation step, difference and summation, and said replacing step are 
skipped when said series of data packets is directed to a storage medium in which data 
storage is based on said cycle time, and are performed when said series of data 
packets is directed to a storage medium in which data storage is not based on said 
cycle time (Paragraph 0011-0014 describes the processing of data packets wherein the 
calculation of a relative value between the requested time of arrival and cycle time is 
skipped and the data is sent to a buffer storage for further processing), 
[claim 3] 

In regard to Claim 3, Ono et al discloses a method of processing data packets 
compatible with a plurality of data types including a series of data packets in which a 
header portion is given to each of the data packets, and a series of data packets in 
which a header portion is given only to the data packet at the beginning thereof (Figure 
6 shows the processing of data packets with a header portion given to some data 
packets while Figure 7 shows the specific details of the header packet and furthermore 
describes what packets are given header information and what packets are not given 
the information as described in Paragraphs 0082-0083). 
[claim 5] 
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In regard to Claim 5, Ono et al discloses a video recording apparatus according to 
wherein a dummy packet is generated in a range in which data is absent, and all the 
stream packets including the dummy packet are recorded so that the relative value 
between the requested time of arrival and the cycle time is obtained (Paragraphs 0187 
through 0224 describes the generation of dummy packets that are generated when data 
is absent and all other data packets have been calculated and recorded), 
[claims 6 & 8] 

In regard to Claim 6, Ono et al discloses a method of processing data packets, 
comprising the steps of: 

• with respect to a series of data packets, taking the sum of a relative value, 
which is written in a header portion, between a requested time of arrival 
and a cycle time at the time of reception, and a cycle time at the time of 
transmission (Paragraph 0018 describes the calculation of the time 
interval, cycle time of reception and the cycle time of transmission 
(output)) ; 

• replacing said relative value with said sum (Paragraph 0018 further 
describes replacing the relative value with the new calculated value); and 

• transmitting said series of data packets over a serial bus (Paragraph 0018 
describes the transmission of the newly determined data packets). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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• Matsumaru et al (US 6,633,578) ; 

• Ono et al (US 6,570,945). 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jamie Vent whose telephone number is 571-272-7384. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Faile can be reached on 571-272-7375. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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